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Weekly Boxes Sent From Switzerland

- Kept Hundreds

Alive and Did -

Much to Break Down German
Morale by Their Regularity
and Completeness -

BIDE from being offered rotting
A food that no human belng
' could eat, and having their
Amaorican clothes and parcals stolen
from them, Amerlcan prisonera of
war n Germany were treated as mer-
clfully as the barbarian's code will al-
low. That is, there was no systematic
or authorized physical abuse of the
3600 Amerloans who were in the
hands of the Germans when the
armistice was signed. And there was
& practical and wholly German reason
for the discrimination in fuvor of the
Yanks, according to the first autpori-
tative public statement of actual con-
ditlons In German prison camps, just

were filthy and miserable to an ox-
treme degiree, without adequata sleep-
ing, bathing, toilet, cooking or hospital
Tacilitles; and the men were subjectea
to petty annoyances and abuses.'’

The American Expeditionary Forces

crupulously respected' the Prussian
reaty on the treatment of prisoners,
and one of the best testimonials in
corroboration of this, says Mr, Dep-
nett, s the fact that there Is not &
slngle officlal record of an attempt by
a German prisoner 1o escapo from the']
A E F.

In the early months after America’s
enlry Into the war American prison-
¢rs In German hands were subjected
10 many of the Indignitles bestowed
upon ofther prisoners. They were
robbed of food and clothing sent them
by the Red Cross, as well as of thelr
, balts and other articles of

{ssued by Carl P. Dennett of Bost
who, as Deputy American Red Cross
Commissicner to Switzgerland, had
charge of feading, clothing and caring
for American prisoners of war.

Here Is that reason in Mr, Dennett's
own words:
“We alwnys had in America more
German agents in prison or intern-
ment camps than the total of ali
American prisoners, civil and military,
Inth-hu.daorlhaﬁemm’,md
among these clvillan prisoners In
America. were mon who were held In
the highest esteem and friendship by
the leaders of the Prussian military
party.”

Red Croan Saved Their Lives.

Before a false impression Is gained
from the stalement that Americans
were not treated with the studied
brutality that the French, Italian,
Russian or Rumanian prisoners were
subjected to, let these words from the
same report Unger in memory:

“The American prisoners would
have starved to. death If It had not
beon for the food parcels sent to them
through our organizition at Bern.
The German army received the best
o1 everything in ,abundance (and

a special agreement between
the United States and Germiny
American prisoners were to recefve
the same rations given the German
soldlers). Our prisoners wera affered
spolled fish—usually seal meat or dog-
fish—blood sausages or sausages made
from the entralls of animals, some-

substitute coffee
substitute mustard, bread made from
potato flour, sawdust and similar in-
gradients—ahsolutely the worat, foul
smelling, 11l looking bread 1 have ever
sodi—bone meal and thin watery

SOUpE.

“The conditlon of the Itallan, Rus-
sian and Rumanian prisoners who did
mnet recelve food suppiles from their
oountry of origin proves beyond ques-
tion that the prison ration was not
suliclent to sustain life for a pro-
lnged period, and It was of a charac-
ter that our men absolutely could not
eat. Does any one bellove that was
the ration provided for the German
troops? No evidence to the contrary
I8 necessary.

“The reports of our neutral dele-
gates (mainly Spanish) on thelr In-
spection of prison camps almost with-
out exception call attention to the in-
aflequate and unwholesome food sup-
plied prisoners, and our returning
prisoners have testified unanimously
to the fact that they would have
starved had It not been for the food
we sent them,

“I have the testimony In one tele-
gram of 2,200 American prisoners to
that effect.

“Furthennore, our men were not
placed in ‘cantonments or barracks as
roomy and good' as provided for the
German troops. Some of the camps
'‘were better than others and the con-
ditlons were fairly good; other camps

.ll“l'n]"

apparel which might be of economic
use to'Germany. And but for the de-
mands of the United States, as ex-
pressed In a conference between Ger-
man and 'American pepresentatives in
Bern Beptember 28, 1918, this sort of
maltreatment might have culminated
In a measure of the savagery and
Ccroelty meted out to the Russians,

Americans were not subjected to
the “schiague,” beallngs across backs
with heavy leather straps, a common
treatment for many prisoners.

They did not have pots of boiling
water poured over their prostrate
forms as & group of underfed Russinn
ghosts of men did when they refused
to do unreasongble physicil tasks.

They were not worked In the salt
mines llke human slaves until thay
dropped in thelr tracks.

They were not allowed to dle and
rot of typhus a8 many poor wretches
were at Wittenberg camp.

They were not made to dAig
treniches under their own shell fire

There was always that fear in the
back of thé Teuton mind that,
humane as America could be relled
upon to be, certain  distinguished
nlaln  clothes Junkers, militarists,
strike promoters, plotters and iIn-
triguers who were held In Ameriean
Internment and prison camps might
find thelr wholesome meals and
healthful surroundings altered a bit.
Fear for their own, in other words,
ind this fear alone kept the Germans
rom treating Yankee doughboys ns
insane mgn only would treal bensts
of burden.

Bacauss Germany was notorious In
using the Hague and Geneva conven-
tions whenever It was to her advan-
tage so to do, and In viclating them
whenever It was to her advantage,
the United States Government took
the position that It was not to be
consldered & party to elther treaty,
This was preliminary to arranging
#pecial agreements between the two
countries. In the meantime, however,
American prisoners taken by the Ger-
mahs were badly treated and there
was great and needless delay In ré-
porling them. An effort made by the
United States to arrange 4 conference
on neutral territory early in 1918 did
not bear fruit until September of that
year., The brief submitted by the
American delegates, John W, Garrett,
Minister to The Hague; John W.
Davls, Sollcltor General of the United
States and la Ambassador to Great
Britain, and tain Hough of the
United States navy, at the Bern con-
ference had “to cover by agreement
matters which ordinarily a civillzed
natlon would provide for purely from
a humanitarian standpoint.”

Amerien Fed Duik Greoups,

“Many of these suggestions were to
remedy known abuses of which I had
obtained positive knowledge through
various channels, including returning
prisoners, escaped prisoners and neu-
tral delegates,” says Commissioner

Brandegee in

Continued from Fourth Page.

written to Augustus Brandpggee, had
been withheld from the son, It pleased
the father immensely, but he wished

his son to leave politlcs and practise
law, In the pride of his fatherhood,
however, Judge Brandegee sent the let-
ter to his daughter, the wife of an
army officer, statloned at Omahn. And
the daughter, after the Judge's death,
sent It to her brother, And the brother,
showing it to Mrs, FPlatt, galned her
eager consent for Its use, “That set-
tled {t,” sald Senator Brandeges to the
writer,” referring to the effect of the
jetter on the caucus that had been
deadiocked for thirty-six ballots and
for twelve continuous hours.

Necessarily, therefore, any sketch of
Brandeges must bring In Orville H.
Platt as & major and not & minor char-
aater of the story ns a whole—Platt,
the intimate companion of Mark
Hanna, though he was poor and
Hanna rich; though he waa scholarly,
while Hanna seldom or ever read a
book; though he was & Puritan and
Hanna a cavaller,

After ¥rank B. Brandegeo graduated
at Yale with honors and where besides
he pulled the how oar of his class crew
for three years, he travelled for twelve
months In Great Britain and on the
Continent of Europe. Reading law Iin
his father's New London office, he was
taken into partnership on his admis-
sion to the bar, |

Fractically he has besn a legislator
for thirty-one years. first in the Gen-
eral Assembly of his State, where he
Tose to the Bpeakership of the House,
&n4 then in both branches of Congress,

There would have bsen no sense in
asking Benator Brandegee about pro-
teotion for hohe Industries; he be-
leves in it. Nor about the League of
Nutlons; be does not bellove in {t. The
Big subject of the hour is the “present
order.”

Benator Fernald of Malne, talking
L0 the writer, sald that the world, all
of it wlt‘hln the boundaries of civiliza-

« I8 “on a spree” What is going
10 happen? The quastion was put to
Benator Brandegee,

Treaty Figﬁg

“This should be remembered,” he
sald. "“If all the men of a nation
were agread on one thing and  that
thing wers dangerous, it would hap-
pen., But thers is no such harmony of
judgment In this country. Each radi-
cal, almost, has his own personal pro-
gramme, The same can be sald of all
men who think a change I8 desirable.
They know the changes that would be
safe and practicable, which slways
are the changes they themselves in-
voke,

“But there are many other changes
thiat they deem unwise if not disas-
trous. o it happens that large and
small groups of men are afrald of one
another. Gradually, therefore, their
minds settle and most of them get on
a rational and concilintory basis. The
reaction equalizes publle opinlon and
steadies society.

“Neither sHould we forget the mil-
liona of American farmers. Naturally
they are conservative men. They own
land, or have equities in land which
they are purchasing. Strikes are never
Included in their economic or poltical
plans. Were they to strike, however,
they would starve with others. And
being unable to meet thelr interest or
pay thelr mortgages they would lose
thelr land. :

“The farmers accordingly will keep
&t their work and busy men are not
revolutionlsts.  Idleness brings on all
kinds of trouble, Individual as well as
natlonal, We see its results to-day
in other parts of the world, I look
upon our farmers as constituting the
bulwark of the nation. They represent
our largest and most valuable industry
—not only yepresent it but own it,

“Also we must take Into account the

other millions of our people who have]

homes of thelr own and money In the
savings banks. They will not hasard
their property in the doubtful hope of
petting more than they aiready
postioss, Any man will think matters
over hefore he deliberately turns him-
self out of doors.

“Nolss i not strength. ‘The silent
and sober Americans far outnumber
the sgitators and thetr followers, It was
#0 hefore the war and ls the case now,"

Copyright, 1918, by James B. Morrow,

ISONERS SAVED
3Y RED CROSS

Dennett. The Americans prefaced
thelr demands with the following dec-
Iarations:

*L The German Government does
not provide adequate food to sustain
life for the American prisoners of war.

German prisoners of war precisely the
same food am that supplied to the
Ameriean troops, which is wholesome,
adedquate, and even elaborate. .

“4. The United SBtmtes provides for
the German prisonors of wer sufficlent
wiirm clothing.

“The Americun Government finds
r.mr in the curious position of baving
o feed and clothde German prisoners
of war In its hands, and also the
American prisoners of war in the
bands of German military forces.
To meet s condition the United
States Government hns made arrange-
ments with the American Red Cross
by which the American Red Cross un-
dertakes to do the following:

“1. Obtaln at the sartiest poasible
moment the names of American pris-
oners of war in the hands of the Ger-
man military forces,

“2. Obtaln accurate camp addresses
of these American prisoners of war,

“3. Transmit this laformation to
Genoral Headquarters of the Amerl-
can Expeditionary Forees, to the
American Red Cross at Washington,
which In turn notifies the families of
the prisoners; and to the American
Red Cross at Paris to clear its records
i1 eonnection with the work of search-
ing for missing mon In the hospitals
in France.

"4. 8hip necessary rellef supplies to
American prisoners,” &c. Vil

Avolded “Barb Wire"” Disease.

Importhnt provisions for earrying
out the purposes of this agreement in-
cluded the organization of Camp Help
Comm 'ttees among the Amaeriean
prigoners, these committees being em-
powered to communjcate freely and
directly with the American Red Cross,
Department of Prisoners of War, at
Bern. This waes a vital and prac-
tical arrangement. which contributed
to the success of the whole prisoners’
rellaf undertaking, and that it was a
success the prsoners themselvea have
proved. The American prisoners.mad-
known thelr wants through a group
within themselves, and. as Mr. Den:
nett showa by photographs, they were
kept weH clothed and well fed, and
fnally were repatriated apparently
.one the worse for thelr confinement.

They aid not contract the drend
sarb wire disease” as the effect of
malnutrition was  called, which
stamped the neglogt 1 prisoner of war

“When the armi« e was signed."”
says Mr. Dennet® »pprox'mately 75
per cent. of the Anierican prisoners
were in campa close to the Rhine and
near the zone proposed to be occupled

by the Allled armies. . . . I went to
France and met the first prisoners to
return, among them enen who were at
the head of owr Camp Help Commit-
teos. They stated that thoy had ample
food and clothing and were able fo
glve considerable amounts of food to
the starving Italians."

Mr. Dennett emphaslzes the peycho-
logical effect upon the German popu-
latlon of the American offorts to re.
lleve American prisoners in this way:

“The. United Btates Government
showed {ta determination to look after
s prisoners, walch thelr treatment,
see that they were well fed and woll
clothed. All these thingm had their
offect on the German mind. While
never contemplated for that purpowe,
It 18 undoubtedly true that the food
and clothing parcels sent to American
prisoners constituted the best possibla
propaganda.

"The Germdan population had been
systematically educated to beliove that
an American army of any size could
not possibly be sent to France and
that even If such an army was aent
it would be physically impossible to
tranaport the necessary food, clothing
and supplies. And yet here were pris-
oners, scattered all over Germany, re-
celving from America twenty pounds
per week of betler food than the Ger-
man population had seen- for years,
and better clothing. |

i r

Oficialdom Embarrassed.

b “The effect was frresistible and
spread all over Gorfmany. 1t became
A source of embarrassment to the
German officials, and we wers even
told that we were sending more sup-
plles than were necessary and asked
to reduce the quantity. We were in-
formed officially t the prisoners
received so much food that they were
using thelr canned vegetables to play
‘pass ball' with. Of course, using n
can of corn to toss around a circle in-
stead of a ball didn't hurt the contents
pny, but it made a profound impres-
slon on the Germans Lo see good f
used In such an apparently, repkless
manner,

“Because the American prisoners
were sent food, clothing and tollet ar-
ticles to enable them to maintain their
health and self-respect they were re-
spected by the Germans, On the con-
trary, Italian and Russian prisoners,
who received no supplies, were starved
«nd In rags and as A consequence were
treated like doga.  If, the State of
origin of a prisoner neglected him, the
(ermans felt safe to indulge In every
brutality, but If the prisoner was re-
spected, cared for and walched by hin
awn country, that produced a most
beneficlal effect upon the German
military authorl and guards, es-
pecially the last of the war, when
they discovered that thelr brutality
and reprisal camps were not spreading
among the Allies the terror upon
which they had counted, but on the

contrary were making them fight the
harder and better. . ., .

Bands and orchestras were organ-
ized among the' American prisoners
and entertainments glven. Mr., Den-
nott tells amusingly sats of band
muoie -sent from America, Including
such selections ps “Just Like Wash«
ington Crossed the Delaware, Pershing
Wil Cross the Rhine”; “It's a Long
Wiy to Berlin—but We'll Get There,”
&¢. Rather than deprive the American
prisoner bands of these ploces the
titles were clipped off and merely the
shests of musle forwarded. Thus the
German guards and prison officials
wers serennded by Yanks with these
tupes, and returning prisoners prob-
ably were amazed to learn the words
sung to them at home,

Some RMenpeet for Neutrals.

“Starvation and suffering were pre-
vented solely by the rellef supplies
sent to the prisoners from the outside,"
the deputy Red Cross commissioner
concludes, “und all the “acllities for
recreation, exercige, amusement an
education were also supplied from
other than German sources.

“The Germans simply let them eat
the food and wear the clothing which
waa gent In and which was some eco-
nomic advantage to Germany . ., .

“The Cerm=g officlals were always
evasive, tricky and full df deception.
If they could lie out of an abuse or a
bad situation they usually did so, They
had little or no regard for treaties or
agreements and violated them without
hesitation. They did have some hesi-
tation about outraging the feellngs of
what few neutrals were left in the
world after America entered the war
and would sometimes back down from
violations of agreements when repre-
sentatives of neutral Governments
took mn active part in protesting."

HOW CHILDREN'S CLUBS PAY,

N Department of Agriculture and
hthe State colleges gets better marks
in school than one who doesn‘t. This
ia the testimony of the county super-
intendents where clubs have been or-
ganised as brought out by a recent
inquiry In the Southern States.

In Monongalin county, W. Va,, for
two years a complete record has been
kept of fifty-three club members and
of the same number of pupils of the
same grade and age and from the
same schools. The records show that
the club members have averaged 15
per cent. above those who do not be-
long to a club, 12 per dent. In attention

BOY or a girl who belongs to one

school after completing the elghth
grade. At the annual spelling contest
In the county all the winners were
club boys and g'rla.

A four-year record In Comanche
County county, Tex., shows the schol-
arship of the club boys and girls to
be 11 per cent. above those who do
not belong to a club. Of the 4.000
boya and girls in rural echools not one
expelled or suspended was a club
member. The superintendents agree
that eclub members are more active,
have more Inspiration to do better
work and possess the desire to search
for new things. Few club members
#top schoo] In the lower. grades,
these not of their own choles,

Comtinued from Powrth Page.

absolutely Imposaible under the de-
moeracy of Great Britalo.

1 do not say that the British system
is the best, but it certainly is more
democratie, more immediately cespof-
sive W the will of the people. The
more autocratie, more Imperialist
method of the United States has many
dvantages, ;

As a very young man I belleved In
the vox popull, vox Del theory. I do
not do so mny more. Too often the
crowd is uninformed and It s the
few who know, The crowd is often
swayed by sentiment, by party cries,
and sometimes s views do not fit
with the facts, particularly where in-
ternational affairs are concernsd. It
is therefore a great thing to have an
executive that has not always to keep
o weather eye on how ths popular
wind blows.

Mr. Lloyd George s constantly
lobll-nd to “keep his ear to the ground,”
for If he acts contrary to immediate
public sentiment a gush of Indigna-
tion In the Houss of Commons may
sweep him out of power and office

lovernight. This means he must rec-

ognize the pull of the reins as

by vagrant publle opinion, This al-
ways hampers o great man anxious to
direct a pollecy. Mr. Wilson i{s in a
much better pbsition. Bure andr de-
tarmined In his views, he can ignore
the splashings of criticlsm, he can
even Ignore the majority opinlon In
Congresa, feeling confident that time
will justify him In the eyes of his
countrymen., This 8 an enormous
asset which the President of the
United States has over the Prime Min-
ister of Great  Britaln, but It can
scarcely be d ed as democratic,

It Is quite easy to understand the
objection there is In America to the
Britiah hereditary chamber, the House
of Lords. It is difloult to give a’sat-
isfactory answer to thes question: Why
should the descendant of & man who
was & peer by Queen . Hlizabeth
now decide the lawe of England?

But he does not, though not so many
years ago he could and dld The
power of the Houss of Lords is se-
versly restricted. First of all, it has
absolutely no influence over national
finance. That is carefully guarded by
the House of Commons. Indeed the
Commons ls so jealous of its privileges
that the King is not allowed to enter
it, and even when the King ceremeni-
ously opens Parllament in the House
of Lords and a representative of the
peers comes to the House of fie
to Invite the presence of the le's
representative, the door {8 always shut
in his face and locked and he has to
knock and ask permission to enter and
dellver his proceeding
which may seem rather theatrical, but
ia & symbol that the people cannot be
dictated to by either Lords or King,

Lords Cannot K{ill m B,

Before a bill reaches the throme for
royal approval it has to be passed by
both Lords and Commons, There is
plenty of debate on what s cAlled the
first reading, the second reading, dur-
ing the committes stage when It is
oconsidered in elaborate detall, and the
third reading when a declsion s made
upon the measure in its amended form.
When I first became assoclated with
the British Parliament over a quarter
of a century ago the Lords had the
power of rejecting’a Commons bill and
therefore killing It ‘That power no
longer remains, All the Lords can do

ig to delay and hold up & blll for a
couple of wesslons, and if the Commons
reliterates its approval.during the two
sesslons the bill can go straight to the
King without the consent of the Lords
—a proceeding, however, which has
never been noegessary. For the atti-
tude Bf the Lords is not, and never
has been, to defy public opinion, but
o act as a check on hasty legislation
and give approval when quite sure the
opinion of the country is behind n
measure,

Many people are in favor of a single
houss legislature, that there should be
no restraining bar between the will of
the people and its enactment by legis-
lation. My long experlence of parlin-
mentary institutions convinces me of
the value of a second house. Lords
are not necessarily stupld people. The
majority of them are highly cultured
y and educated men, though I am afraid
Americans hear most of thoss few who
debase thelr rank; men, however, who
scarcely ever darken the doors of the
House of Lords by their prebence,

The debates In the Lords are ifiva-
riably of a higher quality, showing
more knowledge, more falrness, more
range of vislon, than debates In the
Commons, and the simple explanation
i® that the Lords are independent, can
say exactly what they think and have
not always to be careful, like members
of the Commons, what thelr esteamed
constituents are thinking.

An Upper House Always.

1 am sure it will be a long time be-
forq the Houss of Lords will be abol-
ished by the British people,

Yot while England has many lords
concerned In Jegislation, while the
United States has npone, England has
in the House of Commons a great
many direct representatives of labor
which America does not have in Con-
gress,

Congressmen, I understand, are
drawn more or lsss from one class,
The House of Commouns in composi-
tion 1s as varled as a kalsldoscope.
There are lords, manufacturing mag-
nates, representatives of the profes-
glonnl and financler classes and the
squires from the shires, sducational
experts, sclentists, lawyers, authors
|and newspaper men, and workingmen
members, engineers, farmers, men
who have tolled in the coal mines with
their hands, ordinary laborers, men
born in the poorhouse and worklng at
their trades untll the confidence of
thelr tellows sent them to West-
minster,

Labor Gets Good Hearing.

Of any Individual class in the House
of Commons the trade unlons repre-
pentatives are the most numerous,
Thelr views range from old fashioned
| trade unionism to advanced socialism,
Without exception they are capable,
sincere men, and the House of Com-
mons, the most critlead assembly in
ths world, while it has no use for the
flowers of oratory, always gives an
attentive ear to the man who has
something useful to say, and no men
are better listened to than the work-
ingrmen members.,

It Is easier for a Labor member to
reach Cabinet rank to-day than it is
for a peer. Should the political wheae!
2t no distant day place a Labor Gov-
ernment in power In England there
will be no alarm, fo. the Labor mem-
bers have proved thelr worth. Noth-
ing could have been more demooratic
than the RBritish Coalition Govern-
tmt during the war, when old politi-

Fraser Compares Democracies

cal antagonists, Unilonists, Liberals,
Labor men, were working together,
At the Parls Peace Conference the
IIritish representatives were Liloyd
George, risen from a lawyer's clerk:
Mr. Balfour, an aristocrat: Bonar
Law, an iron merchant, and George
Barnes, a workingman,

The British practles of never allow-
ing political differences to interfere
with personal friendships often strikes
the foreigner as evidence that the Brit-
Ish are insincere, or how would It be
poasible for titled Torles, extreme
radicals, people of all phases of pollt-
leal opinlon to stay over the week end
at the same country house without
quarrelling? They do not avold poll-
ties; they talk them In the freest man-
ner, but there Is an unwritten though
stern rule In England that no gentle-

been told In private conversation.
The private lives of men are sacred.
This s not hypocrisy, as I have oc-
caslonally heard forelgners say. I
think It Is reapect for the opinjons of
others,

A great contrast between America
and Britain is that while the United
States has a written Constitution the
Conslilulion of Enginnd is unwritten,
The man chosen by the citizens of the
United States may, In Congress, give
| expression to the view of the democ-
racy and then the bill be declared void
by the Bupreme Court on the ground
that it ls contrary to the Constitution,
even if, before then, It has not been
vetoed by the Presldent. There Is
rnothing like that In Great Britaln.
The King does not veto bills. The
House of Lords may hold them up for
e tima but cannot defeat them. The
House of Commons, the elected as-
sembly, has all the power.

Parllament is supreme. While the
British high courts of justice may
Interpret the law, no judges are al-
lowed to slay n law once it has been
passed by Parllament. The British Con-
stitution, baing unwritten, s elastio,
accommodating, and while the Influence
of precedent plays a part It is the
opinlon of the people of to-day and not
what was decreed by our forefathers
160 years ago which stands good. -

Careful students of politicnl institu-
tions have noted that Britlsh women

longer than have American women.
In British industrinl laws there is out
of employment pay provided by the
Btate, old age penslons, arbitration
boards to settle labor disputes and
workmen's compensation for acoldent
far wider in range than anything yet
decided upon In the United Btates.
Let no ane assume for a moment
that T am suggesting there is not
plenty of room for improvement In
Hritish conditions or that I am en-
deavoriny to make out a case that
things are better in England than In
America. All I am trying to do ls to

that Britain has not as much freedom
in democmatic govelnment as any
other country. N

But the curious thing is that while
in Great Britain there has been a
widening of authority, there has been
In recent years a concentrution of au-
thority In the Unjted States, so that
the President has to-day more per-
sonal power than any other one man
on earth. In Yapkes parlance King
George muay be no more thiun a rubber
stamp, But Mr. Wilson Is an impe-
rialist of the stuff of which Cwmsars
are made,

of the clubs organlzed by the |

and 23 per cent. In attendance at high |

man repeats in public what e has
]

have had a place In national sndminis- f
tration, elected to public bodles much |

wipe away the prevalent Impression !

% fodder sez he ain't got
none!"™

Bo sald Michasl Do-
| herty, aged 12 and redheaded. He
was in one of the classrooms of the
TA grade of a New York school and
the person to whom he made his com-
munication was the principal.

Now the principal was Irish, too,
and therefors a diplomat. He cocked
hiz head on ona side and looked at
Mickey quizzically.
| “What?"

“Me foddor sez he ain't got none”

“Oh, just write that on the black-
board, Michael.”

The class was on the qul vive, the
tencher suppressing a smile, but the
principal was grave and polite.

“Meh el approached the blackbbard,
ti7 un the chalk and wrote:

My father says that he has none.”

Thy clams roared, the teacher
| laughed. Michael grew very red in
Itho face, but the principal said gently,
“My ears must be faillng. I thought
I heard you say, 'Me fodder sez he
ain't got none." Evidently I was mis-

taken, You may go to your seal,
Michael”

The War Wages Dally.

This was a litite comedy In a great
war that rages everywhere every day
in America—the wer for good Kng-
lish. Wherever there is a teacher and
n school this war goes on. The pupils
spend five hours five days a week un-
der the Influence of the school, the
rest of thelr time ls spent In home and
street, and usually what they hear in
home and street {s not good English.
In Malne is one serles of atrocities
committed againat the language; in
the mountains of Tennessee another;
in Houth Caroline another; in Okla-
homa a fourth; in San Francisco a
fifth, and s0 on. Every part of the
country has its own faults, defects,
errors, perversities, argot, slang. Opu-
lent New York has them all, with im-
portations from Londen to make good
measure,

These iImportations from London are
not often“new words. Usually they
}are scriips of slang that London has
outworn after centuries of use. Take
the word “guy' for Instance. New
York stole that from London. It has
been a part of London's slang for cen-
{turies, and In London It was apt and
 pleturesque because London knew all
| nbout guys. November & there Is
Guy Fawkes day, the anniversary
of the occasion when Guy Fawkes at-
tempted to blow up the British Parlia-
| ment. Every distriet in London had
its Guy, o huge, ugly, stuffed efMgy
borne about by processions of shouting
' ragamuffins with patriotism and
even more exciting beverages, who
|after a day of hullabaloo burned the
| Guy amlid fireworks and declamation:
"Please to remember the Fifth of No-

vember,

Of gunpowder treason and plot.

I see no reason why gunpowder treason

Shonld ever be forgot.

Guy Fawkes, Guy! Stick 'Im up ‘igh!

‘Ang 'lm Lo a lamp post,
| An' there let 'Im dla!™
1W1lh cheering ad Ubltum,

S0 the word “guy” wns all very well
]In London, but why bring it to
America? We have trouble enough
here, And guy Is only a sample of
| many slang words that were In thelr
! second ¥hildhood in London but have
been brought over and Introduced In
America as something new and pre-
| olous, It is probable that ten yeurs
from now some one will import
“bloke” and “cove" as cholce additions
to our street English.

Heart Breaking Odds.

Teachers who really care for good
English have their hearts nearly
broken by conditions, The odds
agalnst them are great. There is only
one correct form but hundreds of in-

ferent kinds of forelgners each with
a different dialect, making confusion
Also there Is:

1. Ignorance. The person who
knows how to speak correctly is ex-
ceptional,

2, Laziness, Many seem to find It
easler to clip or slur thelr worda

8. Perversity. Pupils who know bet-
ler use the argot of tho street in pref-
erence to the language of the school.

The hattle rages every hour of every
school day in every school district and
yet the forces of corruption, perver-
sion and lp laziness are not routed
They cheerfully go right on generat-
ing and disseminating thelr verbal
abominations with amazing persist-
ence and industry. Local dinlects are
formed or in process of formation,
Bald one New York principal:

“If each district of the coity was
walled around and the inhabitants
were isolated, in twenty years diajecta
would be so strongly developed that
the inhabitants of ons district would
have difficulty In understanding the
inhabitants of another.”

In a district such as Brownsville,
the great aettlement of Russlan Jew-
ish tallors, where 83 per cent. of the
children's parents are forelgn born,
there |8 good excuse for bad English,
but teachers’ dificultiea are not great-
est In Brownsvillee. New comers in
the echools there are put in foreigners’
clasprse and taught by the theme
method, the teacher pointing to an
article and giving Ita name, aa:
“Water™ “pltcher,” “glasa” “I pour
water," “door,” “1 shut door.”

“An"t" Is Serepressible.

In Brownsville the only English the
children get In the FEnglish of the
schools; they are not deluged by bad
English In thelr own homes aa are
some of the American children. It
seema better to have parents who
know no English at all than parents
who speak it Incorrectly. Teachers
find it almost impossible to extirpate
the word “aln't" because'so many
American parents use it '

Enach school {8 & law unto itself In
rogard to teaching English, becnuse in
each school the problem Is different,
In one the chief difficulty is ignorance,
In another lip laziness, In another per-
veraity, Bo teachers’ methods Aiffer.
The principal mentioned ahove uses
ridicule very effectively. The Irish boy
or girl, though n humorist, cannot en-
dure to be Inughed at,

o tepchers write upon the black-
board incdorrect sontences and call upon

correct forma. There are many dif-

“ME FODDER SEZ.”
A STUDY IN ENGLISH

What the School Boy Said and Hoy
He Wrote the Same Sentence Pre-
sents an Interesting Phase in the
Use and Abuse of Language
and Underlying Causes.

found her enterprising small son stand-
ing on a chair talking confidentinlly to
the parrot:

“Oh, Tommy!" she oried, “Are you
actually teaching Polly to say all those
naughty words?

“Why, no, ma,” defended Tommy.
“I'm just telling Polly all the naughty
words he mustn't say.” .

These teachers say that the wreng
form should never ba given, for fear of
impressing it on pupils' minds.

Ingtead, they correct errors as they
arise and a little later ask questiona
to make sure that the puplls have
understood the corrections. In some
schools teachers make lists of com-
mon errors of speech on which they
exercise the puplls, pointing out the
errors, Thiy s one list:

1A—Aln't got no, aln't got none,
Yous done it, yous don't dare do it, I
told youse, he give it to me brother,
me mother told me to, I left mo glove
in me coat.

1H—Me brother learned me my, can
I take my book, can I go home, I
done it, he done it, he drawed, my
point is broke, sheeps, relndeers, mans,
mens, J

2A—I et my dinner, he got it off
me, T bought It off the pedler, I seen
him do it, kin T get my pen, me hear.
is broke, he done it.

2B—It got took, gimme that, he
brang It, I didn't git none, me arm
holts, I'm got it, I ain't got no pen.

3A~—I aln't, there ain't, that ain't
right, ain't done yet, I ain't got no
pencil, T haven't got none, I've got |t
I'm got It, my father and mother was
there, they was late, the girls was late,
where was you? was you out? where
is the keya? where is the boya?

3B—It don't need any, he don't do it
right, we seen him, I seen it, T come
home late last night, John come home
late this morning, ain't got no. where's
the girls? I done it, he done It.

4A—I1 lald down and slept, tell the
dog to lay down, I can hardly set up,
it I= me, (tU's me, It wasn't me, it was
them, I hain’t got none, 1 seen him do
it, I didn't git none, 1 didn't do nothing,

“Whe" and “Whom" Tronblesome.

4B—Who are you golng to take?
who did you ask? who did you say?
I don't llke them things, them two
girls d4id It, me point is broke, he et
hia dinner, git it now,

bA—HIm and me will go, me and
John Is going, me and me brother
went, them is fine looking shoes, two
girls was late, I've got It, where was
you?

FB—8he bees late every day, he bees
In church every, he sweared that he,
it was writ, it felled off and got broke,
I'm not done it, I'm got it marked.

6A—My mother says, he says that
he, my mother says like this, he
shouldn’t have his book, open no more,
we'd yet, where Is the keys? we seen
him when he done it, it's me, it Is me,
It was them., .

8B—He has It in his hand, thera |8
much people, she asked me would I
g0, there is six, it don't need any,

TA—Give me the lend, I'm just after
doing it, who dld you eay? Yeh (yues),
ha? (what was the gquestion?), me
pencil, me brother.

TB—Review the following: Use of
may and can, use of got, I got it off
my father, it {8 me, it wasn't them, I

hink It 1s her, 1 didn't know you was
oing.

Bth Year—Review particularly the
following: Heo asked me would I do
him & favor, use of was and wers (ses

| 3A), use of lle and lay (s2ee 3B), use

of see and seen (see 2A), use of ait
and set (see 4A), use of do and docs
(see 3B), nominative and objective
case (see 4A, 4B, 5A), use of may and
can (see 1B), nominatives after forms
of the verd to be, improper use of my,
agreement of subject and verb (§A),
double negntive (see 1A and 2B).

A lst such as that is like a fow
gruins of sand plcked up from the

such lists would merely illustrats b
English. It is a perfect tide beating
perpotually on the work of the achinoly
and crumbling it away., Hard Indesd
Is it for the teachers to #ecure goo
English even In the 5B grade nfter
puplls have had elght years of sohogl
Ing. Few recognize how Important 1
thing good English is and how erron
learned In youth will stick.  Sumy
men achleve high education ang yél
retaln some gaucheries of X Preg.
slon—learned In childhood and pevs”
corrected—that are infinltely wshoe.
Ing to cultured friends and that Proe
claim in plalnest manner the speak.
er's humble origin. When Abrahgm
Lincoln first came to New York oy
and spoke at Cooper Union some pro.
fessors from the great universitis
were nmong those who heard him. T,
them the most astonlshing thing ghoy
this rugged Westerner was lhls Eng.
lish. It was beautiful, simple, frisre,
Where did he get It?7 they asked
Where did Shakespeare get his Fng.
liah, ;or Burna or Kesats or Poee
where did Morphy get his knowledgs
of chess?

Lingoln taught himself, but thers
was ofily one Lincoln, and muny mn.
other self-taught man drags ghogt
with him some dreadful verbal de.
formity that now and then Intrudes
when he Is discoursing like an angel,
and spoila the effect of what he |y
saying. The other day on the husebsll
ground of a large clty the players of
one team were shouting opprobrium
at one of thelr opponents when the
umplre, who has a good opinlon of
himself, took a hand, calling acrom
the diamond to the manuger of the
disorderly players:

“Mr. Blllings, Mr. Billlngs' Ine
struct your men to cut out them pers
sonalities! Cut out them personall
tles, T may!"™

A shrill volce eame from the frm
stand:

“Mr. Umplire, Mr.
out them grammar!
grammar, 1 say!"

Umpire! Ont
Cut out them

Our Rawr N' Yawk “0."

One of the worst specimens of lip
laziness as practised In New York is
the abuse of the letter “r." It Ia
omitted from Ita righeful place and
put where it does not belong. Thus
“giri* and “cur!” and “hurt” become
“goll and “coll”

and "hoit," while
“raw and “law® and “Jumaica"
become “rawr” and “lawr and
“Jumaiker® It Is too much troubls
to say this, that, them, these, thosw
So those words become dis, dat, des
dem, does.

The hardest thihg the teacsor n
to deal with is perversity, puplls whe
know how but will not use corret
English. To them apparintly verbal

carclesaness is attraotive
to resent good English, o
48 teachers' English, Thev 1 to
look upon It as too suff, stilted,
booklsh and formal for ordinary use
Often a boy on the plavground will
uddress a teacher correctly and then
turn mnd shout at a comrade (n the
argot of the street, They seem afrald
that the dls, dat and dem boys will
class them as dudes and mollycoddle
If they speak correctly. In order to
demonstrate virllity they  resort to
argot.

And this sort of revolt against g
English I8 not by any meins cone
fined to boys of the primary schouls
Some girls are fond of demonstralin
informality In the same way, an
doea ®mot appear at high #chool
yea, even the lordly college studints
by preference often use hul English
while the social smaro sot is saturatel
with it

Slang seems to be the wit of th¥
otherwise witloas. Whether captured
from grooms or from vaudevile o
plecked up In the slums, s sucsd
seoms to be perensial with thoss wig
have nothing to do but amuse thems

selves and who make such heav?

T

#e e
ty It

T the word “chicory” every one
A pricks up his ears or sniffs de-
rislvely, for Is it not the adul-
terate of coffee? And has it not been
sant to the plllory and the stock to ba
Jeered at? Just ask the pure foodita!

But perhaps you do not kanow all
there is to know about chicory,

A glance at Its history will reveal
the reason for its popularity as a bev-
erage and adulterant. About one hun-
dred and sixty years ago some Holland
coffea dealers Induced by Lhe growing
demand und high price of coffee prac-
tised mophistication for the ususl end
—pelf. They discovered that chicory
root, roasted and ground, answered
their purpose better than any other
substance, not merely becauss It was
not easlly detected, but also because
the mixture really was superior to cof-
fee alone. The secret was carefully
guarded, but became publicly, or at
lenst more widaly, known about the
beginning of the last century.

At the time the great Napoleonie
blockads made coffes, tea nnd cocon
almost unprocurable and led to ox-
tensive adulteration and substitutions,
the principal of which, {n the case of
coffee, were made with chicory. 8o
nocustomed did the people become
during the blockade to the use of chic-
ory, elther mixed with coffee or in the
pure form, that 'n the plplng times of
peacs that follc  d they continued to
demand it. The result is that upon
the Continent its place now is fixed
a8 frmly as that of tea, coffee or
COCOR.

In the ocentury that has passed
sinoe tho blockade, chicory has not
only held the field angalnst all other
coffee adulterants, but even hys risen
to the rank of a fourth beveruge, be-
Ing protected from sophistication by
European food laws In an equal de-

puplis to point out the errors. But

.

many feel toward this method as the'
Mytdtwhmnhumtmdummmdl Bo general s Its use that Buropeans

gree withi the three other great beve
o

CHICORY AS A BEVERAGE

of two or three parts of good cof
to one of chicory Is superior
alone, Americans,
wittingly use the mixture

prejudiced becausa it 8 the
the bad name, Yet the simph
of pure chlcory with good vo f
when dishonestly sold for coffeo aw
seems more wholesome thun
tation coffees composed of only WAkl
or than dried coffec grounds re
aromatized by chemical methods "“_"
sold In pound packages with fanc

however,

'abels, (o
Bince people demand chi . Ir
seems little reason for the o0

against it, provided It be & L
itg own name, or, {f mixce with t
he fact be stated by the dewicr UH
his package. To persons wlio am b
naware that the trus fluvur of o
dependent upon Its aromi
oil, and who measuro
bitternesa, the substitutivn ©
onn

strongth BF
eliloory

bring no disappolntment =
this 1s no argument for deiudind
them. They should buy eacl NI""
ritely or buy the mixture &= =9 e

From the standpoint of I .
case does nol eseem olend
chleory, since much of the
against It s unaccompuanicd
and even the best dota o Al
from the objection of unfulcness 1
the opinion of experta the moxtun
a smull quantity of chicor:
coffos wWas Improving, since !
the well known nervous nel
Intter; when used with cheaje!
nowever. the revelss
ehly because the stuff was
aduiterated largely.

Any one in the habit of n .
ground coffee may determine 01
self whether It cont
dropping o pluch of tho susj
cle in o glass of cold wal
will soon absorb water and »
Ing the water a handsomn
coffes will remaln unon the wui
hours and even days without

WMoaa

i
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.



